November/December 2022

FUMC Edna Newsletter
Give thanks with our whole heart
“Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,” (Psalm 111:1a)
In November, we celebrate Thanksgiving. I enjoyed Thanksgiving break growing up.
There was always a feast that could feed a small army and leftovers to “graze on” for the
whole weekend. Of course, there was also time with family, watching football, relaxing, card
games and movies, and late morning Black Friday shopping (because I would sleep in, but
my aunts were up and out early). But what are we really celebrating and how do we
celebrate it?
The Psalmist declares he will give thanks to God, for all that God has done and for who
God is. He will give thanks not just some of his heart, but with his whole heart or all his
heart. Giving thanks wholeheartedly, shows gratitude to the giver and blesses others.
Through each gracious act and giving thanks wholeheartedly multiplies the generosity.
Thanksgiving = giving thanks. As you begin preparing for Thanksgiving and when you
gather around the table or couches ask each other, what are you thankful for? How will you
express it in ways that bless others? I wonder what would it look like if we were to ‘give
thanks with our whole heart’?
Then on November 27th, the season of Advent (“coming”) begins. Advent is a season
of preparation, to help us prepare our hearts, minds, and lives for the coming of Christ. We
remember and celebrate Christ’s first coming in His birth in Bethlehem and prepare for His
promised second coming.
In the midst of the hustle and bustle of what has become overly full months of events,
gatherings, and to do lists, let us pause for at least a moment each day to give thanks to God
with our whole heart.
Each day ponder, “What am I thankful for? How will I express it in ways that bless
others?” I wonder what would it look like if we were to ‘give thanks with our whole heart’?
I wonder how much lower our stress will be, and how much more we will savor this time and
our blessings? That sounds like another gift in and of itself, thanks be to God!

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Kelli

25th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank Distribution, Shelby
Park, Volunteers Needed, 9 am
3rd ~ Soul Food Thursday, Plates to Go Only, Fellowship
27th ~ First Sunday of Advent
Hall, 11:30 am
27th ~ Noisy Offering, United Methodist Student Day
6th ~ Daylight Savings, Fall Back
28th ~ RSVP for Soul Food Thursday
6th ~ Pastor Appreciation Day
December
6th ~ Education Committee, Moon Building , 1 pm
8th ~ Mary Circle, Gayle Sachtleben & Pat Norrell, 10 am 1st ~ Soul Food Thursday, Plates to Go Only, Fellowship
Hall, 11:30 am
8th ~ Ruth Circle, Morales Girls, Morales Store, 11 am
2nd ~ Worship Committee, Decorate for Christmas
10th~ Veterans Ceremony & Appreciation Meal,
4th ~ Second Sunday of Advent
Brackenridge Arena, 5 pm
5th ~ Church Council, Moon Building, 6 pm
11th ~ Veterans Day
8th ~ Edna’s Annual Lighted Christmas Parade, 6 pm
11th ~ Veteran’s Day Program, EHS Stadium, 11 am,
9th ~ Poinsettias Arrive
Meal to GO, RSVP, Call GayLynn Lambert @
11th ~ Third Sunday of Advent
361.782.5255, ext. 2004
11th ~ Kids Sing, 9 am & 11 am
13th ~ Cluster Charge Conference, FUMC Victoria, 3 pm
13th ~ Little Church School Board, Parlor, 5:30 pm
14th ~ Finance Committee, Moon Building, 5:15 pm
15th ~ Emmaus Gathering, Danevang Lutheran, 6:30 pm
14th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building, 6 pm
18th ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
15th ~ Brown Hearing Center, Parlor, 10 am - 4 pm
24th ~ Christmas Eve Service, 5 pm & 8 pm
17th ~ Emmaus Gathering, Salem Lutheran Church, Port
25th ~ Christmas Day, One Service, 10 am, Sanctuary
Lavaca, 6:30 pm
26th - 30th ~ Offices Closed
17th ~ Lydia/Martha Circle, Jan Respondek, 7 pm
28th ~ Brown Hearing Center, Parlor, 10 am - 4 pm
20th ~ Community Thanksgiving Service, Edna FUMC
30th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank Distribution, Shelby
Sanctuary, 6 pm
Park, Volunteers Needed, 9 am
22nd ~ UMW Annual Bake Sale, Fellowship Hall , 9 am
31st ~ New Year’s Eve
24th ~ Thanksgiving Day, Offices Closed

November

Our District Prayer Partner is First UMC Columbus. Please
join us in praying for our brothers and sisters at First UMC
Columbus, as they lift our congregation in prayer. We ask
blessings upon them that they may be encouraged to seek
our Lord and share the Good News with their community.

Soul Food, delicious lunch on 1st Thursdays at 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall, lunch served as take-only at this time. A printed
devotional is available with each lunch. Please RSVP by contacting the
church office at 782-3561 by the Monday prior to the lunch, so we are able
to prepare enough food to accommodate those interested!

The Worship Committee asks Worshippers to bring their coins
the last Sunday of each month and drop them in the cans.
We chose organizations around the area that could use the
financial support as they help those in need.
Noisy Offering: last Sunday of the month
*September: Edna Lion’s Club: $71.75 was collected and sent in.
*October: Mid-Coast Family Services/ Women's Crisis Center, Victoria: will be collected on Sunday the 30 th and
sent in. Thank you for your support!!
*November: United Methodist Student Day college scholarships, grants, loans
“The GBHEM Office of Loans and Scholarships offers financial aid to United Methodist students pursuing undergraduate
and graduate degrees. Every year, we award an average of $5.5 million to help students in the United States and abroad
pursue their dreams through higher education. With this financial aid, GBHEM is opening pathways for students of all
backgrounds to earn their degrees and serve as the next generation of leaders for the church and the world. ” For more
info: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-student-day-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit https://
www.gbhem.org/loans-scholarships/
8December: Golden Crescent Habitat for Humanity
“Golden Crescent Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit Christian ecumenical housing ministry that builds strength,
stability and self-reliance through shelter. Founded in 1994, Golden Crescent Habitat serves DeWitt, Goliad, Jackson,
Lavaca, and Victoria Counties. It also temporarily serves Refugio County during the Disaster Recovery project.
Golden Crescent Habitat’s new home construction program builds safe, affordable homes in partnership with
low-income families and the local community. Volunteers build the houses, which are funded by donations from
foundations, corporations, local businesses, and individuals. Qualifying families purchase their homes at cost and pay
the purchase price back over a 30-year period with no interest. These monthly payments create a sustainable funding
source and are recycled into building more homes for other families in need. Each adult living in the home is required to
work 300 hours of “Sweat Equity” in lieu of a tradition down payment.
Habitat also works with low-income homeowners to repair their houses, allowing them to remain in their
homes. This includes minor repair projects, such as replacing siding, or hurricane repairs, such as putting on a new roof.”
For more info: https://www.goldencrescenthabitat.org/

Wednesday Nite Live
6pm meal, 3rd—5th & 6th-12th graders have
games and a Bible Study to help them grow in
their faith. If you would like to provide the
meal on a Wednesday, please contact the
church office or Courtney Mercer.

Helping Hands is looking for few
more volunteers on
Monday or Thursday
mornings. 324 E Main St., Edna,
Texas 77957
(361) 782-7543.
Helping Hands is open to
clients: Monday & Thursday
mornings 9am – noon.

Pastor Kelli gave a special lesson about Holy
Communion and Baptism to our littles during Sunday
School.

See You At The Pole 9/28 7am. Great opportunity
every year for the students to lead us all in praying for
our community and beyond.

Mary & Ruth Circles met
together on Tuesday,
October 11th.

Our speaker was
Dixie Shoopman!

Community Trunk or Treat 10/27 at EHS.
We handed out hundreds of the Christian
pumpkin booklets with our church contact
info and of course. Great time to interact
with our community!
Thank you to all who contributed!

We celebrated All Saints’ Sunday on 10/30
in both worship services as we worship God
and give thanks for those who have died
and gone before us.

Let us not just celebrate giving thanks on Thanksgiving Day but take the 30-day challenge of giving thanks each
day in November! Each day, give thanks to God for 3 different people or things or situations, not repeating the
previous days. Then see how practicing gratitude changes our perspective!

Nov. 6th

We will honor and pray for Veterans in both worship
services 11/6. Veterans’ Day is 11/11.

November Bible study : Philippians
Wednesdays at 6:30pm: 2nd (Chapter 1), 9th (Chapter 2), 16th (Chapter 3), 30th (Chapter 4)
Please read the chapter before coming, and bring your Bible and questions.

Pastor Appreciation Sunday is November 6th.
Normally this would be in October, but we
moved it to November 6th for our Pastor.
Encouraging notes are appreciated, if gifts she
asks for them be given in honor of her to our
Capital Improvements fund.
Annual District-wide Charge Cluster
Conference on Sunday, November 13th at
3pm at First UMC Victoria.

Come worship with your brothers and sisters in Christ in
Jackson County! Community Thanksgiving worship
service sponsored by the Jackson County Ministerial
Alliance, hosted this year by us First UMC, Edna on
Sunday, November 20th 6pm, reception in Fellowship
Hall following the service.

Reverse Advent Calendar 2022
Often an Advent calendar is used to count down the days until Christmas by opening a box and discovering an
ornament or something that helps you focus on the Advent journey.
A reverse Advent calendar focuses on giving something instead of receiving. Each day add an item to a box or
reusable sturdy shopping bag. Then donate the box or bag to a Food Bank or Food Pantry like Helping Hands.

November 27

bottle of fruit juice

November 28

box of cereal

November 29

peanut butter

November 30

jelly

December 1

boxed potatoes

December 2

boxed macaroni & cheese

December 3

canned fruit

December 4

canned tomatoes

December 5

canned tuna

December 6

canned vegetable

December 7

applesauce

December 8

canned chicken or stew

December 9

canned beans

December 10

box of crackers

December 11

package of rice

December 12

box of instant oatmeal

December 13

package of pasta

December 14

spaghetti sauce

December 15

canned chicken noodle soup

December 16

canned tomato soup

December 17

box of granola bars

December 18

package of dried fruit

December 19

stuffing mix

December 20

pop tarts

December 21

dessert mix

December 22

soap

December 23

diapers or wipes

December 24

toothbrush & toothpaste

Children plan to sing at both
worship services Sunday, December 11th, let
us worship our Lord together!

Christmas Eve worship services with Holy Communion
and Candlelight will be on Friday, December 24th 5pm
& 8pm. Please make plans to celebrate the birth of
our Lord and Savior!

Christmas Day is Sunday, December 25th so
to worship God on this special day we will
have 1 combined worship service at 10am!
Please feel free to bring your relatives and
come in your appropriate robe and
slippers!

If you have 6th - 12th grade student(s) that
have not been confirmed, and are interested
in Confirmation class, please contact the
church office. So, we can prepare for
Confirmation class 2023.

If your small group is looking for
additional study resources, please let
the church office know. If you are
interesting in joining a small group,
please contact the church office so
we can help you form new small
groups.

Sunday School
children's art
submission to the
Jackson County Fair.

FALL HOLIDAYS ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
UMW IS TAKING ORDERS FOR CORNBREAD DRESSING…
It is time to think about ordering pans of cornbread dressing for your holiday meals!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The deadline for ordering pans of cornbread dressing is
Sunday, November 13th.
To order, please contact:
Martha Davis at 361-782-5796
Jan Respondek at 361-782-5656

Call early to assure you will get yours, as there is a limit as to how much can
reasonably be prepared.
Dressing will be prepared and frozen in foil pans. The orders will be available for
pick up at the annual UMW Bake Sale on November 22nd.
Pan Sizes:
Large (holds 14 cups – equivalent to 9”x13” pan) $22
Small (holds 5 cups – equivalent to a 9” round pan) $12
NOTE: The dressing ingredients are fully cooked. The pan(s) should be thawed in
the refrigerator and then heated thoroughly prior to serving. (Allow 12 hours for
small pans and up to 24 hours for large pans to thaw). Baking instructions will be
provided.

UMW appreciates your support!
UMW BAKE SALE
FELLOWSHIP HALL
TUESDAY, NOV. 22nd
9 AM – 1 PM OR TIL SOLD OUT!

Advent is the 4 Sundays prior
to Christmas: November 27th,
December 4th, 11th, and 18th .
Come join us in worshiping
our Lord as we prepare for His
coming!

Advent 2022 devotionals
available as a PDF on our
website or as a printed
booklet to be picked up
from the Wesley Center or
Sanctuary.

First UMC Edna seeks a Nursery Assistant to work part-time primarily on Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings proving nurture and care for the children.
All staff are required to pass a background check and Safe Gatherings training.
Full job description are available in the office.
If interested, please contact the church office at FUMCEDNA@gmail.com or at
361.782.3561

Interested in making a gift tax-free with an IRA?
If you are 70½ years old or older, you can take advantage of a simple way to benefit First UMC Edna
ministries and receive tax benefits in return. You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified
charity such as First UMC Edna without having to pay income taxes on the money.
The new law removed the ending date, so you can make annual gifts from your IRA to our church this year
and future years.
How do I set this up?
Call your bank or financial institution that holds your IRA.
Ask them how much is your Required Minimum Distribution is for this year.

Request them to directly send all, part, or more (at your discretion) to First UMC Edna, PO Box 790,
Edna 77957
Note: if they make it out to you for you to send in, you will be generous; and IRS will count it as taxable income to you.

Upon receiving your financial gift from your IRA, like other financial gifts, it will be listed on your church
giving statement. Then include your giving statement with your other tax paperwork when you file your tax
return.
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Internal Revenue Service (IRS) answers questions on IRA distributions
(scroll halfway down for info for people 70 ½ years old.)
https://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-faqs-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

UMC Global Ministries answers questions on IRA giving:
https://umcmission.myplannedgift.org/ira-charitable-rollover
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Texas Methodist Foundation (TMF) answering questions about giving from IRAs
https://www.tmf-fdn.org/blog/four-most-popular-questions-about-charitable-gifts-from-iras/
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

US News article on donating your Required Minimum Distribution to charity:
https://money.usnews.com/money/retirement/iras/articles/2017-12-04/how-to-donate-your-required-minimumdistribution-to-charity
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

These above links are also on our website for your convenience, www.fumcedna.org.
To be expected, you should first consult your tax advisor and your financial institution to ensure that this strategy will work
for you and that you meet all the criteria.

If you have questions about your giving statement, please call the church office 361-782-3561.
Thank you for your continued prayers and generosity!!

Thank you and thanks be to God for your tithes and offerings!
In addition to giving by way of the offering plate, especially if you are out of town on
Sunday or watching the service:
♥ you can bring your financial gifts to the office (216 W. Main St., Edna), there is a
secured mail slot in the door for after hours drop off.
♥ snail mail your check (PO Box 790, Edna, TX 77957).
♥ or add First UMC Edna to your bank’s Bill Pay or similar feature (include your name in
the notes/ reference section).
♥ Online Giving is available through Tithe.ly. Please see church website:
https://fumcedna.org/ for more information.

We are excited to share with everyone that our roof loan has been paid in full!!! Thank you to
everyone who has given to this worthy cause and to help pay off this loan early! We appreciate
you!!!!
One of the next Capital Improvement projects we are taking on is the remodeling of the
Education building restroom by Room 6 and Nursery to make it an ADA accessible adult
restroom with an entrance on the hallway and it will also include a baby changing table. We
would like to start and complete this project July-August 2023, with your support.

Roof Loan Update: Paid In Full!!!
Original Loan Amount: $95,520

Principal Amount Paid to date:
$95,520.00
Interest Amount Paid to date:
$ 6,815.79
Principal Amount Remaining to date:$ 0

First UMC Edna is currently looking for: accompanist substitutes for our
weekly Sunday morning 11am Traditional worship service, while we search
for our next part-time Music Director/accompanist. If you are qualified
and interested in either position, please contact Rev. Kelli Williamson at
pastorkelliw@gmail.com or call church office at 361-782-3561.
Please share this article to help us fill these positions. Thank you!
We are still livestreaming the 9am & 11am worship services on our
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/fumcedna .
You do not need a Facebook account to access this from a computer.
Without an account a box may appear asking you to log in, you can click
“Not Now” (located at the bottom of the box) and the box will shrink.

Do we have your current contact information from you?
Please take time to update your email, phone, mobile phone, address (physical & mailing),
and date of birth for yourself and your family and your anniversary date.
If you’ve had any changes in the past year, please verify that the church office received
these updates.
You may call or email the church office at: 361-782-3561 or fumcedna@gmail.com
Or you may submit your update online at https://fumcedna.org/
Interested in assisting us in worship at either service on a rotating basis: (greeter, usher, acolyte,
Scripture reader, Holy Communion server, sound system tech, worship slides, set up the
livestream on the iPad, preparation before or after worship, etc.) training is available. Please let
Pastor Kelli or the church office know! 361-782-3561.

For all who volunteer or work with children or youth (Sunday School teachers &
assistants, Youth Ministry leaders & assistants, Youth Mid-Winter Retreat, Vacation Bible School,
Youth Summer Camp, Nursery, etc.): Training certification lasts two years, and all 3 steps can be
done online now.
Please register at www.riotexas.org/safesteps . Two months before your certification expires you will receive an email reminder. If you have questions, please ask Pastor Kelli. Thank
you for loving our children, youth, and God!
Pre-K through 5th Grade Sunday School Classes are collecting items for the
FUMC Edna Blessing Box
*The box is located on Allen Street outside the Fellowship Hall Building
Mark your Calendars - Bring your items to your teacher, the 4th Sunday of Every
Month! The Children will help their teacher load the Blessings Box.
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward them for what they have done” Proverbs 19:17
Item suggestions: Pull-tab microwaveable mac-n-cheese, Vienna Sausages or
ravioli, pull-tab fruits, tear-open Tuna packages, small jars of peanut butter &
jelly, gum, packaged nuts & cheese & crackers, toothbrushes & toothpaste, etc.

Prayer Request
Grey & Adelaide
Bentley Bacak
Jimmy Bailey
Jim Billings
Bruce Birdwell
Linda Browning
Lydia & Richard Chapman
Sue Clark
Dorothy Davis
Paul Davis
Frances Dragoo
Jose Galvan
Corinne Garza
Sarah Boxwell James
Family of Kay Koop
Michelle Loch

Alroy Malina
Ted Marek
Nancy Melton
L.A. Parks, Jr.
Kaden Peebles
Jerry Powell
Courtney Rozner
Nadine Schmeltekopf
Nancy Simons
Harrison Stafford
Drake Tarver
Marlene Tedder
Tyler Tesch
Larry Vitek
Lylamae HutchesonWilliams

*Prayer request will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless notified otherwise.

Our Congregation
Following God’s Prompting
All Those Affected by the
Coronavirus
Our World
FUMC Columbus
Those Fighting Cancer
Ukraine
Uvalde

You may submit your prayer request to the

church office* Names in italics are on-going prayer requests.
If you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share in our newsletters, you may submit them to the church office!

EASY WINTER FRUIT SALAD
INGREDIENTS
5 Kiwi Fruit
2 Bananas
2 Apples
1 TBS fresh lime juice

3 Clementine or Mandarin Oranges
2 Pears
2 Tbsp finely chopped fresh mint
1 Tbsp honey or agave

INSTRUCTIONS:
 Combine kiwi, oranges, bananas, pears, apples and mint in a large bowl.
 In a separate bowl, whisk together honey & lime juice. Pour the juice mixture over the fruit

and gently toss to combine.

 Serve immediately, or cover and refrigerate for up to 2 hours.

Find it online at https://www.gimmesomeoven.com/easy-winter-fruit-salad-recipe/

Pastor
Rev. Kelli Williamson
Secretary
Rachel Fuller
Music Director
Open Position
Praise Band Leader
JP Strickland
Custodian
Victor Cruz
Nursery Director
Bertha Medina
Wesley Nurse
Lindsey Floyd, RN
Little Church School
Director
Brittany Powell

First United Methodist
Church
216 W Main St
PO Box 790
Edna, TX 77957
return service requested

Phone: 361-782-3561
E-mail: fumcedna@gmail.com
website: www.fumcedna.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fumcedna

Check out our updated website at https://fumcedna.org/ and
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna

