March/April 2022

FUMC Edna Newsletter
“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
- James 4:8a
Lent is the 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays, starting on Ash Wednesday. It
represents the 40 days Jesus was in the wilderness and 40 years the Israelites were in the desert.
Yes, many people ‘give up something for Lent.’ However, the purpose is not giving up something:
for the sake of giving it up, for the sense of accomplishment to have succeeded in giving something
up, and certainly not, for overdosing or overindulging in this item come Easter.
The purpose of ‘giving up something for Lent’ is to draw closer to God by removing
obstacle(s). Therefore, by not consuming or doing whatever you gave up, you can spend that time
with God. The Spiritual Disciplines can help you draw closer to God.
For some, they need not to ‘give up something for Lent’ but to take on a Spiritual Discipline
to help them draw closer to God. Some these Spiritual Disciplines include: prayer, reading the
Bible, reading devotionals, worship, giving of time and finances, serving, sharing what God has
done, journaling, fasting from food or things, sitting in silence, enjoying a Sabbath day, studying the
Bible in a small group, confession, practicing forgiveness, participating in Christian fellowship, and
partake in an accountability group.
May this Lent help you draw nearer to God! And may you experience God’s love through His
peace, presence, and power!
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Kelli

April
3rd ~ Safety Committee, Moon Building, 12 pm
1st ~ Shrove Tuesday, Pancake & Sausage Supper,
3rd ~ Education Committee, Moon Building, 3 pm
Come & Go, Fellowship Hall, 5:30 pm - 7 pm
4th ~ RSVP for Soul Food
2nd ~ Ash Wednesday Services, Chapel, Noon &
5th ~ UMW General Meeting, Parlor, 4 pm
6:30 pm
7th ~ Soul Food Thursday, Plate to Go, Fellowship Hall,
3rd ~ Soul Food Thursday, Plates to Go, Fellowship
11:30 am
Hall, 11:30 am
7th ~ Little Church School Board, Parlor, 5 pm
4th ~ World Day of Prayer
9th ~ Men’s Emmaus Team Meeting, Fellowship Hall &
6th ~ First Sunday of Lent
Chapel
6th ~ Education Committee, Moon Building, 3 pm
10th - 17th ~ Holy Week
7th ~ Church Council, Fellowship Hall, 6 pm
8th ~ Little Church School Lemonade Stand Fundraiser, 10th ~ Palm Sunday, Children Singing, 9 am & 11 am
11th ~ Finance Committee, Moon Building & Zoom,
Playground, 10:30 am - 12 pm
5:15 pm
8th ~ UMW Salad Luncheon, Fellowship Hall, 11:30 am
11th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building & Zoom,
- 1 pm, Pastor Kelli to Speak on Africa Trip
6 pm
13th ~ Daylight Savings Time Begins
13th ~ May/June Newsletter Submission Deadline
14th ~ Finance Committee, Moon Building & Zoom,
14th ~ Maundy Thursday, Chapel, 6 pm
5:15 pm
15th ~ Good Friday Service, Courthouse, Noon
14th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building & Zoom,
15th~ Good Friday Tenebrae Service, Chapel, 6 pm
6 pm
16th ~ Holy Saturday Prayer & Reflection, Come & Go,
14th - 18th ~ Jackson County ISDs Spring Break, NO
Chapel, 11 am - 1 pm
WNL
17th ~ Easter Sunday
21st ~ Retired Teachers, Fellowship Hall, 10 am
25th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank, Shelby Park, 9 am, 17th ~ Sonrise Service, Brackenridge Park Chapel, 7 am
18th ~ Easter Monday, Office Closed
Volunteers Needed
24th ~ Noisy Offering, UMCOR, 9 am & 11 am
26th ~ Lighthouse #2911, Moon Building, 8:30 am
24th - May 1st ~ Collect Items for Senior Baskets
27th ~ Noisy Offering, Imagine No Malaria, 9 am &
29th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank, Shelby Park, 9 am,
11 am
Volunteers Needed
31st ~ Scholarship Deadline

March

Soul Food, delicious lunch on 1st Thursdays at 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall, lunch served as take-only at this time. A printed
devotional is available with each lunch. Please RSVP by contacting
the church office at 782-3561 by the Monday prior to the lunch, so
we are able to prepare enough food to accommodate those
interested!

Mid-Winter Retreat at Brackenridge Park,
February 18-20, 2022
Theme: Identity
Scripture: Ephesians 4:21-24
Speaker: Rev. Cody Logan
Worship Leader: Paul Trejo
Our church family has worked really hard collecting snacks, scheduling home
cooked meals for our 30+ HUNGRY youth, working out housing for campers, musicians,
worship leaders, camp leaders, teenagers and young adults, picking up t-shirts from our
amazing Sisters Designs, working with retreat schedules, conducting planning meetings,
getting decorations lined out, discussing retreat messages, practicing music, planning
activities, making lists of technical instruments needed, working with helpful BRC staff on
facilities, PRAYING over and for this weekend to move us all
attending.
This is our 4th Midwinter Youth Mid-Winter Retreat at Brackenridge Park and what
a blessing to have this location in our backyard with a chapel and areas large enough to
house us all, play, eat, worship, and eat some more!
Thank you EVERYONE that has donated food, drinks, and time to give our youth a
weekend with Believers! It’s going to be amazing— emotionally, mentally and
spiritually— we will all be exhausted Sunday afternoon but wow our youth are worth it!
Thank you FUMC Edna for making this weekend we are all blessed to have each other as
friends and most importantly our church family!

The Worship Committee asks Worshippers to bring
their coins the last Sunday of each month and drop
them in the cans. We chose organizations around
the area that could use the financial support as they
help those in need.
January: Lighthouse #2911: $104.16 was collected and sent in.
February: Nomads On a Mission Active in Divine Service: : offering was collected and will be sent in.
Thank you for your support!!

March: Imagine No Malaria – is part of a global partnership and together with our partners;
our generation can beat malaria once and for all. By improving the ways people fight the
disease using bed nets, providing access to diagnostic tests and medicine, draining standing
water, and improving sanitation we have already helped reduce malaria deaths by more than
half. Imagine No Malaria combines integrated health infrastructure, education and advocacy to
address death and the debilitating effects of malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. For more info:
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3021190/
April: UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) – “UMCOR comes alongside those who
suffer from natural or human-caused disasters - be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other
events—to alleviate suffering and to be a source of help and hope for those left most
vulnerable. We provide relief, response, and long-term recovery grants when these events
overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on their own. UMCOR also provides technical
support and training for partners to address emerging and ongoing issues related to disaster
relief, recovery, and long-term health and development.” For more info: https://
www.umcmission.org/umcor

Our District Prayer Partner is First UMC Columbus.
Please join us in praying for our brothers and sisters
at First UMC Columbus, as they lift our congregation
in prayer. We ask blessings upon them that they
may be encouraged to seek our Lord and share the
Good News with their community.

Please pray for our Confirmation students and
mentors as Confirmation class begins.

Pancake and Sausage Supper
Pancakes were traditionally eaten on the day before Ash Wednesday because
they were a way to use up eggs, milk, and sugar before the fasting season of the 40
days of Lent.
What a great time was had at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper! Thank you
to all who participated and a big thanks to those who helped prepare and
decorate for the meal! A great time was had by all!
What a great way to begin the Lenten Season!!

Two Ash Wednesday Services
were held at
Noon & 6:30pm
in the Chapel

Lenten 2022 English devotional
paper booklets from Living
Compass will be available on
Sundays or in the office during
office hours. PDF versions in
English and Español booklets
are available for free download
on our website.

United Methodist Women (UMW)’s Salad
Luncheon is rescheduled Tuesday, March 8th
11:30am in the Fellowship Hall all are
welcome. Guest speaker: Pastor Kelli on her
recent southern African trip.

Sunday, March 13th

Order forms will be available soon on
Sundays and in the office for Easter Lilies or
donation in memory or honor of loved
ones.

FUMC Edna scholarship deadline is
Thursday, March 31st noon.

Kids will sing at both services on Palm
Sunday April 10th!

Holy Week
March 10th—17th
Please make plans to Journey with us following Jesus this Holy Week.
Palm Sunday: April 10th
9am (Wesley Center) & 11am (Sanctuary),
Maundy Thursday: April 14th
6pm (Chapel),
Good Friday: April 15th
Noon – Jackson County Ministerial Alliance “Jesus’ 7 Last Words” (Courthouse)
6pm - Tenebrae (Chapel),
Holy Saturday: April 16th
11am-1pm Prayer & Reflection, come & go (Chapel),
Easter: April 17th :
7am Sonrise (Brackenridge Park historic church),
9am (Wesley Center) & 11am (Sanctuary).

Church Playground

Connecting Worship and Daily Living in Lent adapted from Daniel Benedict – My Preparation for Easter

Lent is a time to prepare for Easter. It is a necessary prelude. The death and resurrection of Christ are true
whether or not I prepare for Easter. However, without my heart and life being ready, I may not experience the depth
and power of Christ's death and resurrection. So with my brothers and sisters, I commit myself to disciplines for conversion from sin and death to love and life in Jesus Christ. With the aid of the list below, I make the following commitments to discipline and growth for the next six weeks:
(Check the ones you desire or feel prompted to do; circle the ones you then decide to do.)
Inward and Personal Disciplines
___ Spend time in solitude each day.
___ Share in the Lenten Series.
___ Read a book for inner growth.
___ Read at least one chapter a day from the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.
___ Begin to keep a journal of prayer concerns, joys, questions, reading.
___ Focus on thanksgiving in prayer, and pray each day.
___ Give myself a gift of three hours to do something I always say I don't have time to do.
___ Find a way to go to bed earlier or sleep in so I get enough rest.
___ Make a list of people with whom I need to be reconciled. Pray for them and let Jesus guide me in my thinking and
feeling toward them.
___ Take control of my life by _________________________.
___ Fast from one meal, TV show, or bad habit each week and spend that time in prayer and Scripture reading.
___ Go to all of the Holy Week services as an act of love and waiting with Jesus.
___ Take one hour to inventory my priorities and plan how I will reorder them.
___ Give up a grudge or a rehearsal of a past event.
___ Forgive someone who has hurt me.
___ Dance my prayers to a favorite tape, CD, or MP3.
___ Participate in community learning such as Sunday School and Bible Study each week.
___ Read the Upper Room or Lenten devotional each day.
___ Other promptings:
Outward and Social Disciplines
___ Take on some loving task:
___ Plan to visit a "shut-in" neighbor or church member weekly.
___ Write a letter of affirmation once a week to a person who has touched my life.
___ Listen and respond to Christ's call to a ministry of service:
___ Go to coffee, lunch, or dinner with someone I want to know better.
___ Begin to recycle from my home and workplace.
___ Give blood and recall the cross.
___ Say "NO" to something that is a waste of money and time.
___ Pray to God to help me resist racial prejudice and to give me courage in opposing it.
___ Decide to become a member of the church and speak to the pastor.
___ Rebuke the spirit of criticism and my own tongue out of control.
___ Find a way to live out the baptismal promise to "resist evil, injustice, and oppression" in the power and liberty God
gives us by ___________________ .
___ Other outward and social promptings:
As a way of being accountable, I will either:
___ Share my intentions for Lent with my Sunday School or Bible Study group at its next meeting, or
___ Share my plan with at least one other person and share with that person my experience of Lent during Holy Week.
(signed) _______________________________________________ (date) ________________

United Methodist Women (UMW)’s Salad
Luncheon is Tuesday, March 8th 11:30 am in
the Fellowship Hall all are welcome. Guest
speaker: Pastor Kelli on her recent southern
African trip. All are invited!!

Save the Date
Women’s Walk to Emmaus July 14th -17th
Men’s Walk to Emmaus August 25th -28th
Registration and more info: www.cremmaus.org/

Priscilla Smith join the church on
Feb. 27, 2022!

Welcome!

Pictured is: Smith Family
Leighton & Priscilla Smith
Pearson & Jensen

Wednesday Nite Live (September – May):
6pm meal, 6th-12th graders have games
and a Bible Study to help them grow in
their faith. If you would like to provide the
meal 1 Wednesday, please contact the
church office.

Dear Edna First UMC,
Thank you for celebrating my birthday with me throughout the week!
Pastor Kelli

Dear FUMC Family,
Thank you for your contributions to the Salvation Army. Your consistency in giving has been a
part of helping several in our community.
God Bless,
Rev. Robert Krause
Jackson County Liaison for Salvation Army

Harmony Chimes
Rehearsals
Resumes in 2022
Choir Room
**********

Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
Resumes in 2021
Choir Room

Wednesday Nite Live
6 pm, Wednesdays
3rd - 5th & 6th - 12th:
Fellowship Hall &
Moon Bldg.
**********

Lighthouse #2911
4 pm Every Tues &
Thurs,
Moon Building
**********

Daisy Troop
Resumes 2022
Fellowship Hall

Girl Scouts
Resumes 2022
Fellowship Hall & Rm 6
**********

Save the Date
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 10th at 2
pm at the Powell’s yard!
More details to come!!!

Graduating Seniors Celebration
is on Sunday, May 1, 2022
noon! More details when we
get closer.

Our community will be gathering for
National Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 5th
at 6pm at the Courthouse Gazebo and
lawn, led by the Jackson County Ministerial
Alliance.

Helping Hands is looking for few more volunteers on
Monday or Thursday mornings. 324 E Main St.,
Edna, Texas 77957 (361) 782-7543. Helping Hands
is open to clients: Thursday mornings 9am – noon.

Thank you and thanks be to God for your tithes and offerings!
In addition to giving by way of the offering plate, especially if you are out of town on
Sunday or watching the service:
♥ you can bring your financial gifts to the office (216 W. Main St., Edna), there is a
secured mail slot in the door for after hours drop off.
♥ snail mail your check (PO Box 790, Edna, TX 77957).
♥ or add First UMC Edna to your bank’s Bill Pay or similar feature (include your name in
the notes/ reference section).
♥ Online Giving is available through Tithe.ly. Please see church website:
https://fumcedna.org/ for more information.

“Capital Improvements” the account we set up to pay back the loan for
the Education building roof, so if/ when there is left over money it could go
towards future capital improvements and not wait until we need to
replace the Education Building roof again decades from now.
Loan Update:
Original Loan Amount: $95,520

Principal Amount Paid to date:
$67,385.42
Interest Amount Paid to date:
$ 6,365.69
Principal Amount Remaining to date:$27,841.13

First UMC Edna is currently looking for: accompanist substitutes for our
weekly Sunday morning 11am Traditional worship service, while we search
for our next part-time Music Director/accompanist. If you are qualified
and interested in either position, please contact Rev. Kelli Williamson at
pastorkelliw@gmail.com or call church office at 361-782-3561.
Please share this article to help us fill these positions. Thank you!
We are still livestreaming the 9am & 11am worship services on our
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/fumcedna .
You do not need a Facebook account to access this from a computer.
Without an account a box may appear asking you to log in, you can click
“Not Now” (located at the bottom of the box) and the box will shrink.

Do we have your current contact information from you?
Please take time to update your email, phone, mobile phone, address (physical & mailing),
and date of birth for yourself and your family and your anniversary date.
If you’ve had any changes in the past year, please verify that the church office received
these updates.
You may call or email the church office at: 361-782-3561 or fumcedna@gmail.com
Or you may submit your update online at https://fumcedna.org/
Interested in assisting us in worship at either service on a rotating basis: (greeter, usher, acolyte,
Scripture reader, Holy Communion server, sound system tech, worship slides, set up the
livestream on the iPad, preparation before or after worship, etc.) training is available. Please let
Pastor Kelli or the church office know! 361-782-3561.

For all who volunteer or work with children or youth (Sunday School teachers &
assistants, Youth Ministry leaders & assistants, Youth Mid-Winter Retreat, Vacation Bible School,
Youth Summer Camp, Nursery, etc.): Training certification lasts two years, and all 3 steps can be
done online now.
Please register at www.riotexas.org/safesteps . If you have questions, please ask Pastor
Kelli. Thank you for loving our children, youth, and God!
Pre-K through 5th Grade Sunday School Classes are collecting items for the
FUMC Edna Blessing Box
*The box is located on Allen Street outside the Fellowship Hall Building
Mark your Calendars - Bring your items to your teacher, the 1st Sunday of Every
Month! The Children will help their teacher load the Blessings Box.
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward them for what they have done” Proverbs 19:17
Item suggestions: Pull-tab microwaveable mac-n-cheese, Vienna Sausages or
ravioli, pull-tab fruits, tear-open Tuna packages, small jars of peanut butter &
jelly, gum, packaged nuts & cheese & crackers, toothbrushes & toothpaste, etc.

Prayer Request
Grey & Adelaide
Bentley Bacak
Jimmy Bailey
Bruce Birdwell
Lydia & Richard Chapman
Dorothy Cherry
Sue Clark
Dorothy Davis
Frances Dragoo
Pauline Ellis
Lindsey Floyd
Corinne Garza
Sarah Boxwell James
Jon Lee
Michelle Loch
Alroy Malina
Nancy Melton

Melvin Mobley
L.A. Parks, Jr.
Kaden Peebles
Don Petty
Jerry & Kathy Powell
Courtney Rozner
Nadine Schmeltekopf
Nancy Simons
Jenny Smiga
Jason Smith
Frank Storz & Family
Marlene Tedder
Tyler Tesch
Beverly Underwood
Larry Vitek
Lylamae HutchesonWilliams

*Prayer request will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless notified otherwise.

Our Congregation
Following God’s Prompting
All Those Affected by the
Coronavirus
Our World
FUMC Columbus

You may submit your prayer request to the

church office* Names in italics are on-going prayer requests.
If you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share in our newsletters, you may submit them to the church office!

GOLDEN NUGGETS
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•

1 (12 oz) pkg. Butterscotch Morsel Chips
1 (10 oz) pkg. Peanut Butter Morsel Chips
1.5 Cups Golden Honey Graham Cereal
1 Cup Chopped Pecans, toasted

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Melt butter scotch & peanut butter chips in microwave. It will take about 1 minute, or so.
2. Stir in cereal & pecans.
3. Drop by tsp. onto waxed paper & let set.
•

Note: To toast pecans, I put on dinner plate & microwave 5-6 minutes on high & stir at 1
minute intervals.

By: Peggie Bezoni

Pastor
Rev. Kelli Williamson
Secretary
Rachel Fuller
Music Director
Open Position
Praise Band Leader
JP Strickland
Custodian
Victor Cruz
Nursery Director
& Attendants
Bertha Medina
Frances Lindberg
Jasmin Baez
Wesley Nurse
Lindsey Floyd, RN

First United Methodist
Church
216 W Main St
PO Box 790
Edna, TX 77957
return service requested

Phone: 361-782-3561
E-mail: fumcedna@gmail.com
website: www.fumcedna.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/fumcedna

Check out our updated website at https://fumcedna.org/ and
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna

