
September/October 2021 

FUMC Edna Newsletter 
“Put avarice out of your lives and be content with whatever you have; God 

himself has said: I shall not fail you or desert you,” (Hebrews 13:5) 
 

“6 Go to the ant, you lazybones; consider its ways, and be wise.  7 Without 
having any chief or officer or ruler,  8 it prepares its food in summer, and  

gathers its sustenance in harvest.” (Proverbs 6:6-8) 
 

You are probably used to hearing people in church talk about giving.  
But when was the last time in church that you talked about earning or  
saving?  Is it unchristian to earn money?  Is it wrong to save for ourselves and 
our families?  

John Wesley did not think so.  Wesley, the Christian evangelist and 
founder of the Methodist movement, gave a remarkable sermon called “The 
Use of Money.”  In it, he said the important thing is not money itself, but 
how we use it.  Wesley’s surprising advice still rings true today: “earn all you 
can, save all you can, give all you can”. 

This Fall, our church will seek to grow in the areas of our spiritual and  
financial well-being.  Our Fall study on Sunday afternoons and Wednesday 
evenings is Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being by Abingdon Press.  
Our sermon series is based on Earn. Save. Give.: Wesley’s Simple Rules for 
Money, developed by popular author and pastor James A. Harnish.  These 
centers around Wesley’s astonishing advice and help Christians who, like all 
of us, can struggle with money.  

You’ll be hearing more about the study and series in worship, in this 
newsletter, on our Facebook page, and on our website.   

I am excited what God will teach us and how we will grow through the 
study and series! 
 

         Grace & Peace, 

         Pastor Kelli 



Soul Food, delicious lunch on 1st Thursdays at 11:30 am in 

the Fellowship Hall, lunch served as take-only at this time.  

A printed devotional is available with each lunch.  Please 

RSVP by contacting the church office at 782-3561 by the 

Monday prior to the lunch, so we are able to prepare 

enough food to accommodate those interested! 

September 

3rd ~ Tailgate Party, EHS Stadium, 5:45 pm 

6th ~ Labor Day, Office Closed 

7th ~ Little Church School Starts 

7th ~ UMW General Meeting, Parlor, 5:30 pm  

8th ~ Ruth Circle to Serve at WNL 

8th ~ SPRC, Zoom Only, 6 pm  

12th~ Education Committee, Moon Building, 3 pm  

13th ~ Finance Committee, Moon Building & Zoom, 

 5:15 pm 

13th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building & Zoom, 

 6 pm 

13th ~ Leadership Development & Nomination, 

 Moon Building & Zoom, 7 pm 

14th ~ Mary Circle, Mary Williams & Nancy Simons, 

 9:30 am 

14th ~ Ruth Circle, Carroll Joyce Strane & Nancy 

 Bergstrom, 10 am 

16th ~ Lydia/Martha Circle, Dorothy Johnson, 7 pm 

22nd ~ See You At The Pole, Your School Flagpole,  

 7 am 

24th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank Distribution, 

 Shelby Park, Volunteers Needed, 9 am 

26th ~ Noisy Offering, Edna’s Lion Club, 9 am &   

 11 am 

27th ~ Stop the Bleed, Vanderbilt Fire Hall, 6 pm 

October 

1st ~ Tailgate Party, EHS Stadium,5:45 pm 

2nd ~ Fair Parade, Edna 

3rd ~ Education Committee, Moon Building, 3 pm 

4th ~ RSVP for Soul Food Thursday, 782-3516 

5th~ UMW General Meeting, Parlor, 5:30 pm 

6th - 9th ~ Fair Week, NO WNL 

7th ~ Soul Food Thursday, Plates to Go Only,  

 Fellowship Hall, 11:30 am 

11th ~ Finance Committee, Moon Building & Zoom, 

 5:15 pm 

11th~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building & Zoom, 

 6 pm 

12th ~ Mary Circle, Pam Fiew & Shelley Menefee, 

 9:30 am 

12th ~ Ruth Circle, Betty Brigham & Jennifer Storz, 

 10 am 

15th ~ Tailgate Party, EHS Stadium, 5:45 pm 

17th ~ Kids Singing, 9 am & 11 am  

19th ~ Little School Board Meeting, Parlor & Zoom, 

 5:30 pm 

20th ~ Nov/Dec Newsletter  Submission Deadline 

25th ~ Church Council, Moon Building, 6 pm 

28th ~ Trunk or Treat, EHS, 5 pm - 7 pm  

29th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank Distribution, 

 Shelby Park, Volunteers Needed, 9 am 

29th ~ Tailgate Party, EHS Stadium, 5:45 pm 

31st ~ Noisy Offering, Mid-Coast Family Services/

 Women’s Crisis Center, 9 am & 11 am  



 
Harmony Chimes  

Rehearsals  
Resumes in 2021 

Choir Room 
********** 

Chancel Choir  
Rehearsal 

Resumes in 2021 
Choir Room 

 
 

 
Wednesday Nite Live 
PreK - 2nd: Sept 15th 
3rd - 5th & 6th - 12th:   

Fellowship Hall & 
Moon Bldg. 

********** 

Men’s Ministry 
6 pm Every  
Wednesday 

Moon Building 
All Men Invited 

 
Lighthouse #2911 
4 pm Every Tues & 

Thurs, 
Moon Building 

********** 

Girl Scouts 
Resumes September 

2021 
Fellowship Hall & Rm 6 

********** 

 

 
 
 

Daisy Troop 
Resumes September 

2021  
Fellowship Hall 

Men’s Ministry  
 

All men who want to deepen their relationship with Christ are welcome to join us every 
Wednesday at 6 pm in the Moon Building Parlor for Bible study, Training, and Prayer for how to  
become better Men of God.  Bring your Bible and a friend!  

Fall Study: 
Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

 

“Money…is it good or is it bad?  How do we, as people of 
faith, create healthy relationships with money and posses-
sions?  Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being, 
adapted from the best-selling Freed-up Financial Living cur-
riculum from Good Sense, provides the text and tools you 
need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spend-
ing, and debt, along with helpful strategies for achieving a 
sustainable financial life.  This six-part study is based on 
Wesleyan values and helps you reach personal financial 
goals as well as address life concerns.” 
 

Sundays 4:30pm: 9/12, 9/19, 9/26, 10/10, 10/17, 10/24 
Wednesdays 6:30pm: 9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/13, 10/20, 10/27 

 

Let the office know in advance if you need childcare. 
 

Workbooks are currently available for 50% off in paperback 
or e-book format.  https://www.cokesbury.com/Saving-
Grace-Participant-Workbook 

https://www.cokesbury.com/Saving-Grace-Participant-Workbook
https://www.cokesbury.com/Saving-Grace-Participant-Workbook


The Worship Committee asks Worshippers to bring 

their coins the last Sunday of each month and drop 

them in the cans.  We chose organizations around 

the area that could use the financial support as they 

help those in need.   

July: Helping Hands: $99.25 was collected and sent in.  
August: Blessing Box $98.84 was collected and sent in.   
Thank you for your support!! 

September: Edna Lion’s Club  
“Lions meet the needs of local communities and the world every day because they share a core 
belief - to serve their community.”  For more info:  https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/edna/
index.php 
 

October: Mid-Coast Family Services/ Women's Crisis Center, Victoria  
“Mission: To empower children, individuals, and families to live a life free from family violence, 
homelessness, sexual assault, and substance abuse.”  For more info: http://
www.midcoastfamily.org/ . 

Welcome our newest members: Dixie & Bert Shoopman who transferred their membership 
from Laurel Heights UMC, San Antonio, TX!  

Girl Scouts of Greater South Texas presented 
us with the Community Partner Award for 
2021!   

https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/edna/index.php
https://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/edna/index.php
http://www.midcoastfamily.org/
http://www.midcoastfamily.org/


Youth Ministry attended summer camp the week of July 19th at Latham Springs Camp, which is 
just west of West, TX.  We brought seven students and two adults for a week of spirit-filled  
worship and fun outdoor activities.  The times of worship included morning vespers and quiet 
time, small group discussion, and evening worship with singing and a message.  For recreation, 
we had large group games, swimming in pool and lake (complete with inflatables), rock wall, zip 
line, basketball, 9 square, and gaga ball.  Our youth were thoroughly engaged with the speaker’s 
message, and all shared openly during our small group time.  We had two youth rededicate their 
lives to Christ!  Thank you, as always, to our congregation for your support of our youth through 
your prayers and financial support!  

Back to School Celebration on Sunday, August 8th 9am & 11am.  We blessed church teachers & 
assistants, ISD employees, Education COOP employees, VC & UHV employees, and students, and 
gave out backpack tags.  We also honored 3rd graders (Elizabeth Creamer, Bennatt Mercer,  
Addyson Schroeder, and Miller Watkins) each with a Bible.   

Thank you Zane Strickland for running the sound board and Taitelin Strasner for running the 

slides on Sundays at 9 am!  May God bless you both as you continue your education in college!  



Prayer Net 

 At first glance, the structure by the Blessing Box at First UMC, Edna on the Allen Street 

side, could easily be mistaken.  A second look will reveal brightly colored ribbons tied to the 

netting.  The idea of the netting goes with Jesus calling His disciples to be fishers of men.  A sign, 

with directions, reads Community Prayer Net and invites all to fill out a request card, tie a ribbon 

to the net, and drop the card in the prayer box.  Ribbons tied to the net symbolize a prayer  

request.  Members of First UMC will pray for each card received and their ribbon on the net.  The 

ribbon on the net expresses the prayer on your heart.  By this ministry and ritual, we come closer 

to the Holy Spirit, who prays with us.  Anyone from the surrounding area can come and leave a 

prayer request, as well as tie a ribbon.  The idea is to get people comfortable being involved in 

the church and the net and ribbon show that prayer is still topmost on people’s minds.  There 

are people who just want someone to pray for them and the church wants to be involved.  We, 

as a church, are here to pray for each other.   

 Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.” 

 This advice on prayer was written by Paul to the early church members to encourage them 

to pray to God about anything and everything that troubled them.  It gives a pattern for a 

straightforward way of praying where we are encouraged to present our requests to God with 

thankful hearts.  This Bible verse tells us God’s ears and heart are always open to hear about  

anything, big or small, that makes us feel anxious or worried.  What may seem like a small matter 

to someone may be a big thing to someone else.  God cares and He listens.  Jesus always  

highlighted the importance and power of prayer.  

 This is an opportunity for the church to serve the community and each other.  



UMW semi-annual Luncheon on 
Tuesday, August 10th 11am.  Great 
food and fellowship!  The UMW  
presented Brandy Stansbury and 
Jennifer Storz each with a Special 
Mission Recognition Service pin for 
going above and beyond this year!  

 Community Prayer over our schools on Wednesday, August 11th 5:30pm.  Our prayer  
caravan started at the Edna Jr. High School, then we prayed at the High School, then we prayed 
at the Elementary School, and our prayer concluded at the Alternative School.  The youth were  
encouraged to spread out into separate small groups and pray. 
     Thank you, God, for the freedom and opportunity to pray publicly and on our school  
campuses!  Thank you for First Baptist Church, Edna organizing Community Prayer over our 
schools the evening before school starts!  Thank you for Edna ISD’s Superintendent Robert 
O’Connor and Asst. Superintendent Madalyn Maresh not only supporting the idea of  
community prayer over our schools, but also supported us by their presence and participation!  
Thank you for those who came and prayed, prayer teams who prayed in their church’s prayer 
rooms, and those who joined us in prayer from their homes or offices! 

     Let us continue to pray for the school districts, students & their families, ISD employees 
& their families, leaders, and community each and every day!  



Thank you, Kaylee Hanys, for being a part of 
the FUMC Edna Praise Band leading us in  
worship since you were in the 8th grade!  May 
God continue to bless you as you start your 
freshman year at Texas A&M! 

Wednesday Nite Live: Resumed August 25th 
6pm meal, 3rd-5th and 6th -12th graders have 
games and a Bible Study to help them grow 
in their faith.  If you would like to provide the 
meal, sign up in the Fellowship Hall or  
contact the church office or Courtney  
Mercer.  Thank you for your support of our 
children and youth! 

Come fellowship with your church  
family at our tailgate gathering of 

the Edna High School home  
football games at 5:45pm: 8/27, 
9/3, 10/1, 10/15, 10/29!  See JP 

Strickland for more info. 

Welcome Mayben Boxwell to the FUMC Edna 
Praise Band!  Thank you for sharing your gift of 
music with us as y’all lead us in worshipping 
God together! 

Thank you to all who gave at the 

Blood Drive on Sunday, Aug. 28th! 



First day of Little Church School is  
Tuesday 9/7!  Please include these  
students, teachers, and their families in 
your prayers this school year.  For more 
info: https://fumcedna.org/index.php/
ministries/little-church-school/.   

Wed., Sept. 22nd, 7 am 

Annual event for students to 

gather & pray around their 

flagpoles! 

Stop the Bleed class on September 27th 6pm at the  
Vanderbilt Fire Hall.  Jackson County VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster) is again offering Stop 
the Bleed class in conjunction with Vanderbilt  
Community group.  “The general public (with little or no 
medical training) can be taught how to recognize life 
threatening bleeding when they see it, intervene by 
packing a wound or applying a tourniquet, and save a 
life… all in one hour!”  For registration and more info, see 
Pastor Kelli. 

Kids are singing at both 9am & 
11am services on October 17th 

Trunk or Treat at EHS circle 
drive Thursday, October 28th, 

5-7pm.  Contact Jennifer 
Storz if you want help with 

the FUMC Edna table. 

https://fumcedna.org/index.php/ministries/little-church-school/
https://fumcedna.org/index.php/ministries/little-church-school/


Helping Hands is looking for few more volunteers on 
Monday or Thursday mornings.  324 E Main St., 

Edna, Texas 77957    (361) 782-7543.  Helping Hands 
is open to clients: Thursday mornings 9am – noon. 

 On behalf of the Gulf Bend Center, I would 
like to invite you to joins us in September as we 
host Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) trainings in 
observance of Suicide Awareness Month. I know 
this past year with the pandemic, floods, freezes, 
etc. has been tough on all of us and has affected 
our families, friends, and the community in ways 
we may not have been able to imagine. This year 
has also taught many of the importance of caring 
for one’s mental health. While the effects of the  
pandemic will be seen for quite some time, I  
believe that we can work together to ensure our  
communities thrive this next year. One way we 
can accomplish this is through the MHFA  
program. 
    We are offering MHFA classes 
geared towards Veterans, Adults, and Youths. 
These classes are free to attend, but donations 
are appreciated to help cover the cost of  
materials. To RSVP: 
Sept 2

nd
 Adult MHFA:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165282962791 

Sept. 16
th
 Veterans MHFA:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165165322927 

Sept. 17
th
 Youth (blended) MHFA:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165181635719 

Sept. 30
th
 Adult MHFA:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165285550531 

Nicole Beamer 
Mental Health First Aid Outreach Educator 
Gulf Bend Center 
6502 Nursery Drive, Suite 304 
Victoria, Texas 77904 
P: 361-575-0611 x645 | F: 361-575-0627 
nicole5460@gulfbend.org 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165282962791
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165165322927
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165181635719
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/165285550531
mailto:nicole5460@gulfbend.org


Thank you and thanks be to God for your tithes and offerings! 

In addition to giving by way of the offering plate, especially if you are out of town on  
Sunday or watching the service: 
♥ you can bring your financial gifts to the office (216 W. Main St., Edna), there is a  
 secured mail slot in the door for after hours drop off. 
♥ snail mail your check (PO Box 790, Edna, TX 77957). 
♥ or add First UMC Edna to your bank’s Bill Pay or similar feature (include your name in 
 the notes/ reference section). 
♥ Online Giving is available through Tithe.ly.  Please see church website:  

 https://fumcedna.org/  for more information. 

“Capital Improvements” the account we set up to pay back the loan for 
the Education building roof, so if/ when there is left over money it could go  
towards future capital improvements and not wait until we need to  
replace the Education Building roof again decades from now. 

First UMC Edna is currently looking for: accompanist substitutes for our 
weekly Sunday morning 11am Traditional worship service, while we search 
for our next part-time Music Director/accompanist.  If you are qualified 
and interested in either position, please contact Rev. Kelli Williamson at  
pastorkelliw@gmail.com or call church office at 361-782-3561.   
Please share this article to help us fill these positions.  Thank you! 

We have started again live streaming the 11 am; if it fails, our plan is to 
continue to record the 11 am worship service & post the live recording 
each Sunday afternoon to our Facebook page,  www.facebook.com/
fumcedna . 
    You do not need a Facebook account to access this from a computer.  Without an 
account a box may appear asking you to log in, you can click “Not Now” (located at 
the bottom of the box) and the box will shrink.   

Loan Update: 

Original Loan Amount: $95,520  Principal Amount Paid to date:       $33,700 

       Interest Amount Paid to date:         $5,247.46 

       Principal Amount Remaining to date: $58,200 

https://fumcedna.org/
http://www.facebook.com/fumcedna
http://www.facebook.com/fumcedna


Do we have your current contact information from you? 
 Please take time to update your email, phone, mobile phone, address (physical & mailing), 
and date of birth for yourself and your family and your anniversary date.    
 If you’ve had any changes in the past year, please verify that the church office received 
these updates.   
 You may call or email the church office at: 361-782-3561 or fumcedna@gmail.com  
Or you may submit your update online at https://fumcedna.org/ 

Interested in assisting us in worship at either service?  (greeter, usher, acolyte, Scripture reader, 

Holy Communion server, sound system tech, worship slides, etc.) training is available.  Please let 

Pastor Kelli or the church office know! 361-782-3561. 

Check out our up-to-date website!   https://fumcedna.org    Click “Like” on our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna  

 For all who volunteer or work with children or youth (Sunday School teachers &  
assistants, Youth Ministry leaders & assistants, Youth Mid-Winter Retreat, Vacation Bible School, 
Youth Summer Camp, Nursery, etc.):  Training certification lasts two years, and all 3 steps can be 
done online now. 
   Please register at www.riotexas.org/safesteps .  If you have questions, please ask Pastor 
Kelli.  Thank you for loving our children, youth, and God! 

Pre-K through 5th Grade Sunday School Classes are collecting items for the  

FUMC Edna Blessing Box 

*The box is located on Allen Street outside the Fellowship Hall Building 

Mark your Calendars - Bring your items to your teacher, the  1st Sunday of Every 

Month!  The Children will help their teacher load the Blessings Box. 
 

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,  

and he will reward them for what they have done”  Proverbs 19:17 
 

Item suggestions: Pull-tab microwaveable mac-n-cheese, Vienna Sausages or  

ravioli, pull-tab fruits, tear-open Tuna packages, small jars of peanut butter &  

jelly, gum, packaged nuts & cheese & crackers, toothbrushes & toothpaste, etc.   

file:///F:/newsletter/Newsletters 2021/September October Newsletter 2021.pub
https://fumcedna.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna
http://www.riotexas.org/safesteps


Grey & Adelaide 
Bentley Bacak 
Jimmy Bailey 
Isabelle Beltran 
Famil of Charles Berry &  
 Ashley Beavers  
Bruce Birdwell 
Lydia & Richard Chapman 
Dorothy Cherry 
Sue Clark 
Dorothy Davis 
Trudy Deford 
Frances Dragoo 
Pauline Ellis 
Corinne Garza 
Family of Sudi Myers Hamilton 
Sarah Boxwell James 
Jon Lee 
Michelle Loch 

Alroy Malina 
Family of Charlei McAden 
Nancy Melton 
Melvin Mobley 
Ann O’Connor 
Kaden Peebles 
Don Petty 
Jerry & Kathy Powell 
Courtney Rozner  
Nadine Schmeltekopf 
Nancy Simons 
Tanya Smejkal 
Jenny Smiga 
Jason Smith 
Jessica Spring  
Frank Storz & Family 
Patsy Storz 
Marlene Tedder 
Tyler Tesch 

Beverly Underwood 
Larry Vitek 
Lylamae Hutcheson-Williams 
Our Congregation  
Following God’s Prompting 
All Those Affected by the  
 Coronavirus  
Our World  

Prayer Request 

*Prayer request will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless notified otherwise.  You may submit your prayer request to the 

church office*   Names in italics are on-going prayer requests. 

Chocolate Crispy Cookies 
 

Ingredients:  
1 lb. Chocolate Coating      1 C. Broken Shoestring Potatoes 
1 C. Dry Roasted Peanuts, Coarsely Chopped  1 C. Rice Crispy Cereal 
1 T. Peanut Butter       1 t. Almond Extract 
 

Instructions: 
Melt chocolate.  Add peanut butter & extract and stir.  Pour over mixed dry ingredients and 
stir.  Drop by teaspoon onto waxed paper and let set.  
 

Yield: about 4 dozen small cookies 
 

Golden Nuggets 
Ingredients:  
1 (12 oz.) pkg. Butterscotch Morsel Chips   1.5 C. Golden Honey Graham Cereal 
1 (10 oz.) pkg. Peanut Butter Morsel Chips   1 C. Chopped Pecans, Toasted 
 

Instructions: 
Melt butterscotch & peanut butter chips in microwave.  Stir in cereal & pecans.  Drop by tea-
spoon onto waxed paper & let set.  

Both Submitted by:  Peggie Bezoni 

If you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share in our newsletters, you may submit them to the church office! 



First United Methodist 
Church  

 

216 W Main St 

PO Box 790 

Edna, TX  77957 
  

return service requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 361-782-3561 

E-mail: fumcedna@gmail.com  

website: www.fumcedna.org  

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/fumcedna 

Pastor 

Rev. Kelli Williamson 
  

Secretary 

Rachel Fuller 

Music Director 

Open Position 
  

Praise Band Leader 

JP Strickland 
  

Custodian 

Victor Cruz 
  

Nursery Director  

& Attendants 

Bertha Medina 

Frances Lindberg 

Jasmin Baez 

Wesley Nurse 

Lindsey Floyd, RN 

Check out our updated website at https://fumcedna.org/ and  

our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna  

mailto:fumcedna@gmail.com
http://www.fumcedna.org
http://www.facebook.com/fumcedna
https://fumcedna.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fumcedna

