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Journey On! 

 

“But I said to you: Don’t be terrified!  Don’t be afraid of them!  The LORD your God is 
going before you.  He will fight for you just as he fought for you in Egypt while you 

watched, and as you saw him do in the desert.  Throughout your entire journey, until 
you reached this very place, the LORD your God has carried you just as a parent carries 

a child.” 

  (Deuteronomy 1:29-31 CEB)  

 

 The Israelites had to be reminded often of God’s active presence in their lives, 
and invited again and again to trust God and obey God’s commands.  God didn’t seek 
their demise but good plans, a grace-filled future, and hope.  I too (and maybe you  
also) resemble the Israelites a little too often, needing to be reminded of God past  
actions, presence, and promises. 

 Lent is journey not a sprint nor ‘spiritual new year’s resolutions’.  If it was a sprint 
or ‘spiritual new year’s resolutions’ most, if not all, of us would tire out or give up in 
only a few weeks.  Lent is journey, one we undertake as we seek to grow closer God 
through Christ.  We may stray from the path, but God’s Holy Spirit invites us once 
again to journey on with Christ.  We are prompted to seek forgiveness and re-establish 
a good, healthy relationship with God, where we trust, obey, and follow after Christ.  
Though the journey is long, fear not, God is with us.  “Grace has brought me safe thus 
far, grace will lead me home” (UMH 378).  Journey on! 
 

          

         Grace & Peace, 

         Pastor Kelli 



March  
1st ~ Education Committee, 2nd Floor Moon Building,  

 12 pm  

2nd ~ Little Church School Board Meeting, Parlor,  

 5:30 pm 

3rd ~ UMW General Meeting, Parlor, 5 pm 

4th ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 6, 5:15 pm 

5th ~ Soul Food Thursday, Fellowship Hall, 11:30 am 

6th ~ Trivia Night, County Service Bldg. 

7th ~ Church Workday, 8 am - 12 pm  

8th ~ Daylight Savings, Spring Forward 

9th ~ Finance Committee, Parlor, 5:15 pm  

9th ~ Girl Scouts, Fellowship Hall, 5:30 pm 

9th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building, 6 pm 

10th ~ Mary Circle, Sherrie Bergstrom & Brandy 

 Stansbury, 9:30 am  

10th ~ Ruth Circle, Gail Jordan, 10 am 

10th ~ Girl Scouts, Fellowship Hall, 4 pm  

11th ~ Brown Hearing Center, Parlor, 9 am  

11th ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm 6, 5:15 pm 

16th - 20th ~ Jackson County ISDs Spring Break 

16th ~ Retired School Personnel Meeting,  

 Fellowship Hall 

17th ~ Saint Patrick's Day 

18th ~ NO Wednesday Night Live, Spring Break 

19th ~ Lydia/Martha Circle, Deanna Shoemate,  7 pm 

21st ~ Moon Building Reserved 

23rd ~ Girl Scouts, Fellowship Hall, 4 pm  

25th ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm 6,  5:15 pm  

27th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank, Shelby Park,   

 Volunteers Needed, 9 am  

29th ~ Noisy Offering, Imagine No Malaria, Both  

 Services 

29th ~ Children's Program of The Last Supper,  

 Fellowship Hall, Noon  

30th ~ Safety Committee, Parlor, 5:30 pm  

   

 

 

April 
1st ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm 6, 5:15 pm 

2nd ~ Soul Food Thursday, Fellowship Hall, 11:30 am 

 

5th ~ Palm Sunday, 9 am & 11 am Services 

5th ~ Education Committee, 2nd Floor Moon Building,  

 12 pm  

5th ~ Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Home of Mike & Diane 

 Powell, Ages thru 6th Grade, 2 pm 

5th - 12th ~ Holy Week 

6th ~ Girl Scouts, Fellowship Hall, 5:30 pm  

7th ~ UMW General Meeting, Parlor, 5 pm  

8th ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm 6, 5:15 pm  

9th ~ Maundy Thursday Service, Chapel, 6 pm 

10th ~ Annual Good Friday Service, Courthouse Lawn,  

 12 pm  

10th ~ Good Friday Tenebrae Service, Chapel, 6 pm  

11th ~ Holy Saturday Reflection & Prayer Time, Come  

 & Go, Chapel, 11 am - 1 pm  

12th ~ Easter Sunday Sonrise Service, Brackenridge, 7 am 

12th ~ Easter Sunday Services, 9 am & 11 am FUMC 

12th ~ Flower Cross, Bring flowers & greenery to help 

 decorate, Sanctuary, 10 am  

13th ~ Finance Committee, Parlor, 5:15 pm  

13th ~ Trustees Committee, Moon Building, 6 pm 

14th ~ Mary Circle, Maudie Thomas & Chris McCabe, 

 Port Alto, 9:30 am 

14th ~ Ruth Circle, Frances Flournoy, Barbara Branham 

&  Bena Vela, Fellowship Hall, 10 am  

15th ~ Confirmation Class, Ed. Bldg., Rm 6, 5:15 pm  

16th  ~ Lydia/Martha Circle, Theresa Burnett, 7 pm  

19th ~ Gladys Bruce Wright Scholarship Submission 

 Deadline  

19th ~ Confirmation Sunday, 9 am & 11 am Services 

20th ~ Girl Scouts, Fellowship Hall, 5:30 pm  

20th ~ Leadership Development & Nominations Meeting, 

 Parlor, 6 pm 

21st ~ Aggie Muster, Fellowship Hall 

22nd ~ Newsletter Submission Deadline 

24th ~ Golden Crescent Food Bank, Shelby Park,  

 Volunteers Needed, 9 am  

26th ~ Noisy Offering, UMCOR, 9 am & 11 am  

26th ~ High School Graduates Luncheon, Fellowship 

 Hall, 12 pm 

 



All are welcome to come to our 

monthly Soul Food Thursdays! We 

meet the 1st Thursday each month 

at 11:30 am for a bible study  

followed by a nutritious meal and 

time of fellowship!  Call the church 

office to RSVP! 361.782.3561 

Harmony Chimes Rehearsals 
Every Wednesday 
Choir Room,  5 pm 

 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Every Wednesday 
Choir Room, 6:15 pm 

 
Wednesday Nite Live 

September -  May 
Every Wednesday, 3rd - 12th Grade 
Fellowship Hall & Moon Bldg., 6 pm 

 

 

Lighthouse #2911 
4 pm Every Tues & Thurs, 

Moon Building 
 

 
Girl Scouts 

September - May 
1st & 3rd Monday, 5:30 pm  

2nd Tuesday, 4 pm 
 

Jackson Co. Wellness Center Exercise Class 
Tues. & Thurs. ~ 5 am 

Wesley Center 

Thank you and thanks be to God for your tithes and offerings! 

In addition to giving by way of the offering plate, especially if you are out of 
town on Sunday: 
♥ you can bring your financial gifts to the office (216 W. Main St., 
Edna), there is a secured mail slot in the door for after hours drop off. 
♥ snail mail your check (PO Box 790, Edna, TX 77957). 
♥ or add First UMC Edna to your bank’s Bill Pay or similar feature (include 
your name in the notes/ reference section). 

 



What is Noisy Offering?  The Noisy Offering is an outreach idea that supports our Outward 

church goal: 

“Create Authentic Outreach events out of existing outreach programs.” 

The Worship Committee asks Worshippers to bring their coins the last Sunday of each month and 

drop them in the cans.  We chose organizations around the area that could use the financial  

support as they help those in need.   

March:    Imagine No Malaria 
Imagine No Malaria is part of a global partnership and together with our partners; our 

generation can beat malaria once and for all. By improving the ways people fight the 

disease using bed nets, providing access to diagnostic tests and medicine, draining 

standing water, and improving sanitation we have already helped reduce malaria 

deaths by more than half. Imagine No Malaria combines integrated health infrastruc-

ture, education and advocacy to address death and the debilitating effects of malaria 

in sub-Saharan Africa.   

http://www.umc.org/topics/imagine-no-malaria 

 

April:   UMCOR 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) https://www.umcmission.org/umcor  

“UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused disasters - 

be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—to alleviate suffering and to 

be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable. We provide relief,  

response, and long-term recovery grants when these events overwhelm a  

community’s ability to recover on their own. UMCOR also provides technical support 

and training for partners to address emerging and ongoing issues related to disaster 

relief, recovery, and long-term health and development.” 

January  Noisy Offering was collected and 

donated to Lighthouse #2911.   

$77.19 was collected and donated! 

February Noisy Offering was collected and  

donated to NOMADS. 

$114.27   was collected and donated!   

 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor


MYF had another successful MidWinter retreat at Brackenridge park.  We had 32 
campers this year, all from Edna / Industrial.  Worship was led Friday night by Alec 
and Hannah Rodriguez, and Clay Crockett led Saturday night’s worship.  Brandon 
Shook came in from Dripping Springs UMC to speak.  I would like to thank our  
congregation for an AMAZING level of support throughout the weekend for nursing 
support, registration, meals, scholarships, and clean up.  The weekend was great  
opportunity for our youth to deepen their relationship with Christ, bond with each 
other, and have some fun.   

 

Our Quarterly giving statements are now also available in electronic format.  If you 
prefer to receive your giving statement by email, please email the church office 
fumcedna@gmail.com to let us know you are interested and which email address 
you want to use.  Otherwise, giving statements are available on paper. 

Technology updates: With YKC’s help, we believe we have found the website issue 
and have corrected it.  Also, the previous screen from the Wesley Center has been  
installed in the Fellowship Hall and can be used with the curtains closed. 

Good Friday 3 Crosses  

made and donated  

by Al & Gladys Manning 

mailto:fumcedna@gmail.com


Choir is growing, there’s 

still room for you! 

“Capital Improvements” is the account we set up to pay for the roof, so if/when there is left 

over money it could go towards future capital improvements and not wait until we need to  

replace the Education Building roof again decades from now!  

The Education building roof project has begun!!   

We have been approved for a Texas Methodist Foundation (TMF) loan.  With this loan, we have 

paid half of the invoice at the start.  KSM began working on the roof at the beginning of February 

2020.  Weather permitting work will continue, different groups have different tasks.  Our monthly 

loan repayments begin in March 2020. 







Holy Week: 
 April 5th :   Palm Sunday worship services, 9am & 11am 
    Easter Egg Hunt at Powell’s house, 2pm 
 April 9th :   Maundy Thursday service, Chapel, 6pm 
 April 10th :  Community Good Friday service, Courthouse Gazebo, noon 
    Good Friday service, Chapel, 6pm 
 April 11th :  Holy Saturday come & go prayer and reflection, Chapel,  
    11am – 1pm 
 April 12th :  Easter Sunday worship services, 7am BRC, 9am, & 11am 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• Confirmation classes has begun, please keep our Confirmands, their mentors, and 
families in your prayers.  Confirmation Sunday is April 19th 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• High School graduate luncheon, Fellowship Hall, noon, April 26th  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• National Day of Prayer, Courthouse Gazebo, noon, May 7th  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• VBS – June 22-25 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• Emmaus Walk – June 25-28  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

• UMARMY (United Methodist Action Reach-out Mission by Youth) is coming to 
stay at FUMC Edna and to volunteer in the community June 28-July 4. 



 

Wednesday Nite Live meets on  

Wednesdays, Sept. - May.  One way to sup-

port our children & youth is to  

provide a meal for WNL.  There are still 

some openings in April & May.  Sign up 

sheet is in the Fellowship Hall or you may 

contact Courtney Mercer at 361.781.2657 

The Lent Devotional Booklets are  

available!  The Lent season begins 

Wednesday, Feb. 26th.   

 

Lenten Study Sessions: 

Monday’s, 9:30 am, March 2 - April 6th  

Wednesday’s, 6:30 pm,  

March 4th - April 8th 

A Grief Support Class  

will be coming soon.  More information 

to come!  Please contact Lindsey Floyd, 

WN if interested! 



General Conference UMC 

May 5-15, 2020 

 

Things to note: 

 

No group that makes the news or social media can speak for UMC, only General Conference 
(about 1,000 worldwide delegates, half clergy and half laity) can set the direction of the UMC.  
Whatever they decide (if they decide on anything) will not go into effect for a while.  Any course 
of action will take at least months or years (depending on what they choose) to implement. 

 

It will be at least September / October 2020 before Judicial Council (UMC Supreme Court) rules 
whether it is constitutional or throws it out.  Some decisions require a certain percentage of the 
worldwide Annual Conferences to approve (much like US Constitutional amendments requires a 
certain percentage of states to approve), which takes about a year for all of them to vote.  Our  
Annual Conference will not vote on this until 2021, so it would be after Judicial Council’s decision. 

 

When it is time for FUMC Edna to make decision, we will do so after much prayer and receiving 
sufficient information to make an informed decision. 

 

Whatever General Conference decides or not decides, the media will portray us negatively.  Some 
people will be highly reactive, and the media will amplify it.  Thus, focus on our mission from 
Christ is lost.  Resist the distractions, maintain your focus on Christ. 

 

The day after the conference, like the day before the conference: 

. there will be hungry people to feed. 

. there will be people in need of clothes. 

. there will be sick people to visit. 

. there will be children, youth, and adults to teach about God. 

. there will be people who need hope. 

. there will be people who need to experience the life changing love of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

“They’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

“We love because God first loved us.” 

“Lord, make us an instrument of your love, Amen!” 







Grey & Adelaide 
Luke Areanuo   
Bentley Bacak 
Jimmy Bailey 
Pastor Tracey Beadle  
 (Westlake UMC) 
Eldred Bergstrom, Sr.  
Bruce Birdwell 
Family of Rev. Leighanne 
 Brechin 
Linda Seal Browning 
Dorothy Cherry 
Sue Clark 
Colton Cruz 
Dorothy Davis 
Frances Dragoo 
Pauline Ellis 
Sam L. Gayle, Jr. 
Corinne Garza 
Micki Gomez 

Anna Gonzales 
Theresa Hysmith 
Sarah Boxwell James 
Jansky Family 
Rev. Sheldon Johnson 
Betty Jones 
Family of Clyde Jorgenson 
Jacob & Rachel Latimer 
 & babies 
Holly Larkin 
Jon Lee 
Michelle Loch 
Alroy Malina 
Family of Gladys Manning 
Nancy Melton 
Family of Russell Minton 
Lance Moody 
Peggy Murff & Family 
Ann O’Connor 
Kaden Peebles 

Dotty Petty 
Jerry Powell 
Kathy Powell 
Cindy Brown Rosalez 
Nadine Schmeltekopf 
Jenny Smiga 
Jason Smith 
Janie Sowell 
Patsy Storz 
Family of Bruce Strane 
Marlene Tedder 
Tyler Tesch 
Beverly Underwood 
Family of Michael Weinmann  
Lylamae Hutcheson-Williams 
Betty Willis 
Marcy Worsham 
Following God’s Prompting 

Prayer Request 

*Prayer request will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless notified otherwise.  You may submit your prayer  

request to the church office*   Names in Italics are on-going prayer request. 

Taco Pasta 

Ingredients 

1 lb. 90-10 ground beef   1 medium onion diced   1 lb. rotini pasta    
1 15 oz. can diced tomatoes  1 15 oz. can corn, drained  1 small can diced green chiles  
1 packet taco seasoning   3-3 1/2 cup water  
1 1/2-2 cups shredded cheese - cheddar or Mexican blend  
Salt and pepper    Green onions to garnish  

Directions 

Set instant pot or pressure cooker to sauté mode and add in your onions and ground beef and 

brown until beef is no longer pink and onions are tender. Add in pasta, diced tomatoes, corn, 

green chiles, taco seasoning and water. Stir to combine. Seal lid and cook on manual pressure for 

5 minutes. Once done do a quick release of steam. Remove lid and stir. Add in your cheese and 

salt and pepper and stir until melted.  

If you don’t have an Instant Pot you can make it on your stove top. Brown the ground beef and 

onions. Add remaining ingredients and bring to a boil. Simmer covered for 15 minutes or until 

the pasta is cooked. Remove lid and continue to simmer until any remaining liquid is absorbed. 

Cover with cheese and stir.   

Taken from Jackson County Herald-Tribune, submitted by Chris Lundstrom  

If you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share in our newsletters, you may submit them to the church office! 



Pre-K through 5th Grade Sunday School Classes are collecting items for the  

FUMC Edna Blessing Box 

*The box is located on Allen Street outside the Fellowship Hall Building 

Mark your Calendars - Bring your items to your teacher, the  1st Sunday of Every Month 
 

The Children will help load the Blessings Box with their teachers 
 

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,  

and he will reward them for what they have done”  Proverbs 19:17 

Item suggestions: Pull-tab microwaveable mac-n-cheese, Vienna Sausages or ravioli, pull-tab 

fruits, tear-open Tuna packages, small jars of peanut butter & jelly, gum, packaged nuts & 

cheese & crackers, toothbrushes & toothpaste, etc.   

For all who volunteer or work with children or youth (Sunday School teachers & assistants, Youth 

Ministry leaders & assistants, Youth Mid-Winter Retreat, Vacation Bible School, Youth Summer 

Camp, Nursery, etc.):  Training certification lasts two years.  Please register at www.riotexas.org/

safesteps .  If you have questions, please ask Pastor Kelli.  Thank you for loving our children, youth 

and God!  

Interested in assisting us in worship?  (greeter, usher, acolyte, Scripture reader, Holy  

Communion server, sound system tech, etc.).  Please let Pastor Kelli or the church office know! 

361-782-3561 

Do we have your current contact information from you? 
 Please take time to update your email, phone, mobile phone, address (physical 
& mailing), and date of birth for yourself and your family and your  
anniversary date.   If you’ve had any changes in the past year, please verify that the 
church office received these updates.   
 You may call or email the church office at: 361-782-3561 or  
fumcedna@gmail.com Or you may submit your update online at www.fumcedna.org    



Pastor 

Rev. Kelli Williamson 
  

Secretary 

Rachel Fuller 

Music Director 

Lydia Chapman 
  

Praise Band Leader 

JP Strickland 
  

Custodian 

Victor Cruz 
  

Nursery Director  

& Attendants 

Bertha Medina 

Rachel Hobratschk 

Frances Salazar 

Wesley Nurse 

Lindsey Floyd, RN 

Check out our updated website at www.fumcedna.org and  

our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/fumcedna 

First United Methodist 
Church  

 

216 W Main St 

PO Box 790 

Edna, TX  77957 
  

return service requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone: 361-782-3561 

E-mail: fumcedna@gmail.com  

website: www.fumcedna.org  

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/fumcedna 

mailto:fumcedna@gmail.com
http://www.fumcedna.org
http://www.facebook.com/fumcedna

